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Their aim has been to give the outstanding facts in each pasto- 
rate without any attempt to go into detail. The meager records 
making this necessary. 


This work is a labor of love with God’s glory and the honor of 
His Kingdom in view. 


‘Thy Kingdom Come.” 


Remodelled Church, Sunday School Building and Manse. 
Built: Manse in 1922. S. S. Building in 1928. Church in 1924. 


Aistory of the Organization OF the 
First Presbyterian Church 
of Mooresville, Iredell County, N. C. 


and 


Under the above caption, in an old session book now fifty years old in 
which are recorded the minutes of the session of this church from November 
18, 1875 to 1901, there appears the following account of the organization of 
this church: 

“The village of Mooresville, in the southern part of Iredell county, N. C., 
commenced its existence two or three years after the Civil War of 1861-65, 
and became an incorporated town by act of the legislature in 1873. 

“In the year 1875 it had within its corporate limits about twenty-five fam- 
lilies representing Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, and Lutherans—the 
Presbyterian element being largely predominant. The Presbyterian families 
belonged for the most part to the churches of Prospect and Centre, Moores- 
ville being situated nearly equidistant between them. Occasional religious ser- 
vices were held by Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist ministers in a school- 
house near the depot, well-known throughout the country as North Bend. 
During the. summer of 1875 the Presbyterian portion of the community be- 
gan to discuss the expediency of presenting their claims to Presbytery for a 
church organization, and at the fall meeting of Concord Presbytery at Si- 
loam church, October 8th, 1875, a petition for such an organization, numer- 
ously signed both by Presbyterians and those representing other denomiis- 
tions, was presented. The result of which was the appointment of a commit- 
tee of Presbytery to visit Mooresville, and to organize a church there if the 
way was found clear. 

“This committee consisted of Rev, W. A. Wood of Statesville, Rev. A. L.. 
Crawford, Evangelist of Concord Presbytery, and Prof. Wm. J. Martin, 
Ruling Elder of the Presbyterian church at Davidson. On Saturday the 138th. 
day of November, 1875, this committee met at Mooresville. At eleven o’clock, 
a.m. Rev W. A. Wood preached from the text “I am the way,” after which 
the committee proceeded to the organization of the new church. Several men- 
bers of the session of Prospect church being present, a meeting of that ses 
sion was called, and nineteen members of that church were regularly dis- 
missed to connect themselves with the new church of Mooresville. Moores- 
ville church was thus organized with nineteen members, ail of whom came 
from Prospect church. 

“After the organization the congregation went into the election of officers. 
Stephen Frontis was unanimously elected ruling elder, and Isaac Harris and 
D. C. Brawley, deacons. The ruling elder elect was immediately ordained, 
Zev. A. L. Crawford officiating; and Isaac Harris, deacon elect, who had been 


a deacon of Prospect church, was installed as deacon of the Mooresville 
church. The other deacon elect was not present. 


“In March of 1876 the congregation of the Mooresville church united with 
that of Prospect church, extending a call to Rev. P. T. Penick of Mebansville, 
N. C., which call was accepted, and Rev. Mr. Penick entered upon his pastorate 
April 1st., 1876, giving two Sundays a month to each church.” This organiza- 
tion grew out of the Sunday school that had been conducted at North Bend 
by Mr. J. R. McNeely, an elder in Centre church, who very graciously turned 
it over to the new organization. The fruit of his faithful labors for several 
years was evidenced by the way in which the school continued to grow. Thus 
Centre furnished the Sunday school and Prospect the members out of which 
the Mooresville church was organized. 

At this time the congregation of the newly organized church had no church 
building in which to hold services, but met regularly twice a month in the 
Academy building which stood where the Central Graded School. building now 
stands. In the fall of ’76 the Presbyterians built a church on the east corner 
of Church Street and McLelland Ave., and worshipred there until 1899. (This 
building is now known as the First Baptist Church). 

Fifty years ago a cnurch in a small village, like the country churches, was 
a popular gathering place on preaching days, and practically everybody 
within a radius of several miles went. They had not had the opportunity of 
coming togethcr since the last preaching day, and were anxious to see each 
other and hear the news, if not the gospel. This church was no exception to 
the general rule. The fact that it was new, the pastor new, together with the 
stranger in the village who desired to be seen, all contributed te make it a 
popular meeting place for all classes on preaching day. After the services 
there was never that hurrying to get away as there is today, but a general 
handshaking was in order. The men usually retired in groups, chewed to- 
bacco, swapped yarns, and laid plans for the coming week, while the women 
related all the news they had gathered since the last preaching day, and 
speculated on what would probably happen before the next. 

The new Church in Mooresville was somewhat like the new church at Jeru- 
salem—‘ They had all things in common, and no one lacked.” That is, there 
was no lack of necessities, people had enough to eat and to wear, and that is 
all they could use—luxuries were unknown, consequently not desired. 

In the early history o fthe church about the only drawing card the town 
had was the chifrch and the school. Boys and girls came here from all parts 
of the county and adjoining counties to prepare for college, and they were 
required to attend church. Families moved in from the country simply for the 
advantage of the school, not for employment as there was nothing here to 
do. The population was made up of a rural people who were church-goers 
before they came here. They had been reared to go to church and to believe 
in heaven, hell, and calomel; concerning the first two, Mr. Penick did not fail 
to strengthen their belief, while Drs. McCorkle, Stevenson and McLelland 
ably supported their faith in the third. Our people were so strictly a church 
going people the slightest irregularity in their walk or conversation was tak- 
en notice of, and the records of the session during Mr. Penick’s pastorate re- 
veal numerous cases of church members arraigned before that awe inspiring 
body—Rev. P. T. Penick, E. P, Penick, R. C. Lentz, W. N. Johnston. S'c: 
Rankin, S. Frontis, and A. Leazar, (session at the time of Mr. Penick’s pas- 
torate)., to confess or deny some charge inconsistent with the christian’s life, 
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Profane language or the use of a little spirits, justified arraignment before the 
session, and some of the old standbys in the church today are recorded as 
voluntarily coming before the session and confessing to an affray. Even some 
of our good women who have grown gray in the service of the Master, are 
on record as coming before the session and confessing to the sin of “tripping 
lightly” to the tune of “Turkey in the Straw.” 

Mr. Penick expected his church members to stand for what their church 
stood for, and if they did not, he was no resvecter of persons. He spared not 
his church officers, not even members of his own family. He arrayed him- 
self against any evil in the community whether his own church members 
were involved or not. On one occasion a merchant in the town raffled off a 
gun. As soon as Mr. Penick heard of it he preached such a strong sermon 
against gambling there was no one bold enough to attempt a similar offense 
curing his lifetime lest he become the target for another sermon, or wreak 
the vengeance of Almighty God. 

Mr. Penick fought lawlessness with the faith of a Jonathan who, with his 
armour bearer, went up against the Philistines believing “there was no re- 
straint to the Lord to save by many or by few.” By an act of the legislature 
he put bar-rooms so far from town they found themselves within the bounds 
of some country church where they could not operate, consequently had to 
go out of business in south Iredell. 

To Mr. Penick the House of God was a place for worship, not a place for 
any form of levity. In it he demanded respect, humility and reverence. Per- 
sistent whispering in church was publicly denounced to the embarrassment of 
the offending parties. In those days young men frequently took young ladies 
to church Sunday night. Sunday night was the night in the week to “sport.” 
Mr. Penick did not like to see the Sunday night service used for the rendez- 
vous’ of courting couples and changed the hour for the night service during 
the summer to six p.m. It’s needless to say that the sporting ceased. 

Mr. Penick’s session was not always in harmony with him. They were 
“set” in their ways, So was he. It had been the custom here to have preach- 
ing service in the morning and Sunday school in the afternoon. Mr. Penick 
wanted to have Sunday school in the morning. The session objected, but he 
was determined he would have Sunday school in the morning! The session 
agreed provided he would superintend himself, and that the morning Sunday 
school should in no way interfere with the afternoon school. To this Mr. 
Penick agreed. So for a while we had two Sunday schools, some of the con- 
gregation attending the morning school; others, the afternoon. Finally the 
afternoon school was dispensed with and the morning school is still in vogue. 

In 1880 Mr. Penick severed his connection with Prospect and devoted his 
whole time to the Mooresville church. 

During this pastorate of ten years the church grew from nineteen members 
to 239, an average of twenty-two for each year of his work. He was not a 
strong man physically—was subject to severe headaches, and sometimes 
preached sitting in a chair. He died March 29, 1886, having preached the 
previous Sunday. 

While he lay a corpse in the first room on the right as you enter the present 
home of Mrs. Lillian Melchor on South Broad Street, there were present in 
the same room Messrs. S. C. Rankin, R . C. Lentz, A. Leazar, W. W. Rankin 
and §. Frontis discussing his last sermon. When the question, “What was 
his text,” was asked, Mr. Lentz was the only one who could quote it: “And I 


trusted in Thee, O Lord, I said, Thou art my God.” (Psalms 31:14.) 

Mr. Penick lived the life he preached, and his in‘duence in the church and 
town during the first ten years of their Saw © s responsible for the almost 
total abzeree of gambling among our peovle. His denunciation of the evils 
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dancing have left such an imor 


consequent utzon ession on the older genera- 
tion, a dance, if-at all, is gotten up in silen nd t alee ed of in whispers. 

The inscription on the tablet placed in ne ee th to his memory expresses 
in a few words the character of our church’s first pastor: : 


“A Man of God, 
Firm, Fearless, and Faithful. 
He being dead, yet speaketh.” 

The-charter members (19) of the church were as follows: Isaac Harris, 
Mrs. Isase Harris, D. C. Brawley, Mrs. D. C. Brawley, Jno. F. Moore, Mrs. 
Eliza Moore, Mrs. Emma Sherrill, Jne. F. McLean, Mrs, Eliza Wilson, Mrs. 
Ella P. Wilson, Stephen Frontis, Mrs. Julia C. Frontis, Dr. Jno. R. McCorkle, 


Mrs. Mar Hearne eae Minnie McCorkle, Houston Brown, Mrs. Houston 
Brown, R. W. McKey and Mrs. Kate McKey. Of these cnly two, Mrs. Sher- 


rill and Mr. Brown, are now living, 


The elders serving during Mr. Penick’s pastorate ave already been men- 


tioned. The deacons are as follows: Isaac Harris, D. C. Brawley, J. V. Mel- 
chor, J. B. Sherrill, and James A. Harris. 


14 may be interesting to the present church members to read the chureh 
roll at the time of Mr. Penick’s pastorate. Though many of them have passed 
away, they will be readily remembered when their names are seen. The fol- 
lawing was the church enrollment besides the charter members. 

D. A. Perry, Edgar L. pus Corkle, Mrs. EK. B. Beau Hass Minna B. Penick, 
Miss Annie Penick, J. Sherrill, (Deacon 1876); W. N. Johnston, (Elder 
1876); Mirs...M. C. a es E. P. Penick, (Elder ape Mrs. M. L. Penick, 
Mrs. E. C. Harris, Miss Lizzie Campbell, Jas H. Westmoreland, Mrs. M. T. 
Perry, Li. a Kilsatrick, Mrs. E . Kilpatrick, Mrs. E. Lipe, Mrs. C. Parker, A. 
J. Sloop, Mrs. M. J. Connelly, W. W. A Mae er, Jas. M. Sloan, J. V. Melchor, 
(Deacon cae Mrs. M. J. Melchor, Mrs. Ed. Molevor Mrs. Mary E. Rankin, 
Miss Mary D. Rankin , Jas. W. Freeman, Miss Alice S. Melchor, Mrs. S. E. 
Mocre, Miss Maggie Moore, He N. L. Barnes, W. H. Barnes, R. C. Lentz, 
(Hider 1878); Mrs. Nannie Lentz, Robt. E. Lentz, Miss Minnie Sloan, Miss 
Ida L. Moore, Lillie FE. I MeCorkle, A. H. Melchor, Maud M. Frontis, Jas H. 
West, Mrs. D. C. West, Miss Julia A . McCorkle, Kate D. Frontis, Mrs. D. A. 
Sloop, Mrs. Jas. H. Westmoreland, Miss Mary J. Graham, Will W. Stuart, 
S. S. Steele, Mrs. Mary Steele, J. P. Mills, Mrs. T. E Mills, Miss Cynthia Staf- 
ford, W. M. Lentz, Neil M. Brawley, W.-R. Allison, Dr. Jas. Stuart, Mrs._N. 
M. Stuart, Miss Rese Stuart, Miss Lou Stuart, Mrs. I. Bradley, H. H. Braw- 
ley, Mrs. J. F. McLean, Mrs. L. C. Lipe, F. A. Sherrill, J. L. Harris, J. E-. 
Watts, J. J. Brawley, Edna Frontis, Miss Mary Stallions, Mrs. Sarah An- 
thony, Miss Estelle Brawley, Mrs. Chas. Van Pelt, Wm. W. Van Pelt, M. W. 
Goodman, Mrs. M. A. Goodman, R. L Goodman, Mrs. Ida Goodman, Jas. P. 
Adams, Mrs. Julia E. Adams, Dixon B. Penick, Mrs. L. A. Penick, Miss Rosa 
A. Penick, Dr. S. W. Stevenson, Mrs. 8. C. Stevenson, Miss Eugina R. Adams, 
Mrs. A. A. Penick, Miss Harriet Rankin, Miss Emma Rankin, Miss Annie 
Rankin, Mrs. Sarah Rankin, Miss Lou Culp, Mrs. Sarah E. Rankin, Jr., Mrs. 
Rhoda McLelland, Mrs. A. L. Brawley, A. L. Woods, Miss Sarah J. Van Pelt, 
Miss Dorcas A. Cook, Miss Maggie C. Houston, Miss Cora B. Henderson, C. 
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Crd Giuchimes Ultima Ge 


Tink McCorkle, Jas. Shepherd , Mrs. Nancy Shepherd, Rufus F. J. Brawley, 
Mrs. Mary A. Brawley, Augustus Leazar, (Elder 1880); Miss Carrie Leazer, 
Jas. A. Harris, Mrs. Maggie A .Harris, Mrs. Ida Allison, Dr. Wm. B. Ramsey, 
Jno. E. McCorkle, Dora E. MacKey, Carrie M. Harris, Lila A. Penick, Mary 
E. McNeely, Luna McNeely, Daniel A. Penick, Miss Sallie E. Johnston, G. 
Monroe Earnhardt, Mrs. Anne L. Earnhardt, Richard D. Adams, Jas. P. 
Houston, Mrs. Isabella Leazar, A. B. McCorkle, Mrs. Sarah Brown, Miss 
Susan C. Brown, Miss Maggie J. Kennerly, Miss Laura J. Kennerly, Miss Mary 
Jane Miller, Willie B. Penick, Mrs. Margaret I. Van Pelt, S. A Lowrance, 


« the 


Mrs. Debbie Lowrance, S. C. Rankin (Elder); Mrs. A. BE. Rankin 


, A. A. Mc- 
Neely, Mrs. Mary J. McNeely, Wm. A. Morgan, Mrs. E. M. Pale: Watson 
W. Rankin, Daniel A. Penick, Espy W. Brawley, J. D. Lentz, 
Mrs. Sarah Freeze, Miss Esther C. Cook, Mrs. Eleanor Wooc 
Ketchie, Miss Anne Eliza Lipe, Mrs. Willis E Goodman, Mrs. aS iki 


ipatrick, 
Mrs. Nancy J. Ketchie, Mrs. Nancy Brawley, Mrs. Margaret A. Mills, Wm. 
Benton Harris, Isaac Dupree Harris, Louis Preston Harris, Julia Jane Woods, 
Harrison Nathaniel Johnston, J. Edward ate an, Jas. Reid, Mrs. Annie 


Reid, Mrs. Ida L. Cooker, Miss Nannie M. Melchor, Geo. C. Goodman, Wim. 


B. Newell, Miss Martha A. Strube, Edwin V. Melchor, Robt. M. Penick, Miss 
J. IJaura Cook, Cyrus: A. Johnston, Miss Margaret E, Jol fasion) Miss Lillie 
A. Johnston, Miss Mary Anette Johnston, Mrs. Josephine R. McLean, Mrs. 
Mattie Emerson, Miss Bettie S. Rankin, Miss Emma Rankin, Robt. D. Moore, 
Mrs. A. L. Moore, W. R. Brawley Mrs. Belle Brown, Jas. F. Rogers, Robt. M. 
Plummer, Mrs. Elizabeth Plummer, Isaac S. Henderson, Mrs. R ebec :ca Hen- 
derson, R. W. Freeze, Lizzie G. O’Connell, Laura J. Melchor, Carrie J. Earn- 
hardt, May J. enderson: Hattie E, Heder Lucy C. Ronee M. Jennie 
Freeman, Jno. Freeze, Mrs. Mary Freeze, Kate L. Moore, Daniel P. Phifer, L. 
Estelle Houston, Maggie KE. Freeman, cta J. Brawley, Zé 
Shelly Frontis, Allie L. Rogers, W. R. Grey, Isa M. Wallace 

lace, Miss Ella Johnston, Miss Mattie Johnston, Aiva Anne ie Rankin, Effie 
Kilpatrick, T. T. Gcodman, Miss Maria Penick, Jno. Melchor, W. C. Johnston. 


After the death of Mr. Penick in March of 1886 the pulpit was supritied 
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from time to time by visiting ministers, when on June 9, 1886, a congrega- 
tional meeting was called to consider extendizg a call to Rev. J. M. Wharey, 

> 2) 
of Rocky River, Cabarrus County. 


The congregation met at the appointed time and unanimously agreed te 
extend a call to Mr. Wharey. A. Leazar and 8. C. Rankin were appointed 
commissioners to present and prosecute the call before the adjourned meeting 
of Presbytery to be held at Bethpage Church, Friday before the fourth Sab- 
bath of. June, 1886. 


Sometime in July Mr. Wharey notified the congregation of his accestance, 
and moved to Mooresville the following Sonn August 31, 1885 
upon his pastorate. 


Of course a congregation always feels that it must be ee iogate gly nice 
to a new pastor, and about the first thing it does is “pound him.” But un- 
fortunately for Mr. Wharey and his family the well remembered earthquake 
of 1886 arrived the same night they did, and the whole community became so 
alarmed by the unusual phenomenon, thinking every moment that the earth 
would open and swallow them up, the “pounding” was postponed without the 
formality of a motion. But it is hardly probable they missed it for they were 


all “in good flesh” and continued to grow in wisdom and avoirduvois, if net 
in statue, for a period of nineteen years. 

Three years after Mr. Wharey’s pastorate began, Presbytery met in 
Mocresville for the first time, April 15, 1889. So great was the influx of min- 
isters and delegates into the little town all at once, commercial activities at- 
tained unprecedented prozortions. Frying size chickens soared to the unheard 
of price of twenty cents each; eggs reached the enormous price of twelve cents 
per dozen, and hams became prohibitory at fifteen cents per pound. How- 
ever, the town managed to survive, and weathered the slum» in the market 
after the adjournment of Presbytery. : 

It was this year, 1839, the Church began to branch out into the missionary 
work. R. C. Lentz, H. A. Grey and S. A. Lowrance were appointed to open 
a Sunday School at what was then known as Cross Roads school house, now 
known as Bradley’s. In a month’s time seventy-seven pupils were enrolled 
and the work progressed with some intermission during the winter months. 
until a year or two ago when the people of that community, by reason of 
automobiles and good roads, preferred to come to the Mooresville church, 
hence the discontinuance of the work. 

This Sunday School was the beginning of evangelistic work by our church,. 
and other Sunday Schools were soon organized. In February of 1903 J. E. 
Sherrill was appointed to secure a site for a chapel for a Sunday School or 
other religious services at Cotton Mill No. 2, and in the following September 
was authorized to procure from the directors of the Cotton Mill a lot of land 
upon which to erect a building for religious and educational purposes near 
No. 2 Cotton Mill, and let contract for same. The building was erected aud 
used both for a day school and church services during Mr. Wharey’s pastorate. 

Along with this work W. N. Johnston and R. C. Lentz were appointed to 
organize a Sunday School at No. 1 Cotton Mill and supply it with teachers 
from the mother church, which was done. 

That the work thus started might prosper, the session agreed to sus- 
pend Sunday night services whenever the pastor thought best to preach at 
some point in the surrounding community where it was inconvenient for the 
people to attend church in town. 


From the Sunday Schools organized by this church two churches have de- 
veloped, and one of them, “The Second Presbyterian Church,” has been self- 
supporting for several years and has a membership of 180. 


It is impossible to estimate the beneficent influence of the First Presbyte- 
rian Church of Mooresville in the town and surrounding community during 
the pastorates of Messrs. Penick and Wharey, which together covered a period 
of twenty-nine years. The influence of these two ministers on the morals 
of the town during the first twenty-nine years of its existence, is no doubt 
responsible for the decided opposition on the part of the older generation 
against such vices as gambling, intemperance, immorality and Sabbath des- 
ecration. A business with a gambling feature attachment, such as a pool 
room or a ten pin alley, has never found it profitable to operate in Moores- 
ville on account of sentiment created against such things thirty cor forty 
years ago. Sabbath observance, however, is nothing like what it was thirty 
or forty years ago when the population was only a few hundred; and to those 
who have spent fifty years in the town it looks as if the people have become 
very worldly, yet compared with other towns, they observe the Sabbath well. 

Only recently a sheriff of a county tried to buy a coca-cola at one of our 


Old Manse. Built in 1891. 


drug stores on Sunday, and was told that soft drinks were not sold in the 
drug stores of Mooresville on the Sabbath day. 
Some of our Presbyterians have not forgotten the old Scotch proverb: 
“A Sabbath well spent brings a week of content 
And strength for the toils of tomorrow; 


But a Sabbath profaned, whatscever be gained, 
Is a certain forerunner of sorrow.?’ 

Happily there are some who have not davarted from the “ancient land- 
marks which the fathers have set.” 

During the first five years of Mr. Wharey’s pastorate our church did not 
own a manse, but rented for him the house owned and previously occupied by 
the former pastor. In 1890, September 7, a congregational meeting was calle< 
for Saturday before the communion the following October to consider th 
building of a manse. There is no record of a congregational meeting su 


per, 
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held at that time, but that same fall the Fife meeting was going cn in town 


and at it money was subscribed for the erection of a manse, which was built 
in 1891. This building is now owned and ozeugied by W. M. Neel 
the deacons. 

In 1897 the question of a new church began to be agitated. The old church 
building had gotten too small or the congregation too large, and it became 
necessary to Be ris larger quarters. In April, 1897, a committee consist- 
ing of 8S. A. Lowrance, S.C. Rankin, and J. P. Mills was appointed to as- 


one of 


a> 


certain what amount could be raised, and isaac Harris, W. N. Johnston and 
G. C. Goodman were appointed to find out what a church of necessary dimen- 
sions would cost. 

In April of 1898 Dr. J. R. McLelland, E. W. Brawley, and C. L. Grey were 
added to the committee soliciting subscriptions. 

S.C. Rankin, I. Harris and S. A. Lowrance were appointed to select a site 
for the new church. At a subsequent meeting they reported that they had 
selected the vacant lot on the corner of S. Academy Street and Mclelland Ave. 

Dr. Wharey presided at these mectmee and it fell to his lot to appeint a 
building committee. The following committee was appointed Mav 25, 1898: 
S. C. Rankin, S. A. Lowrance, and A. Leazar, with an advisory committee 
consisting of Dr. J. R. McLelland, G. C. Goodman, J. E. Sherrill, and E. W. 
Brawley. This church was completed in the spring of 1899, and the following 
item taken from the minutes of a congregational meeting not dated, reads: 

“The whole cost of church outside of furnace, carpets, and seats for Sab- 
bath School was about $8,500.00.” 

At this time the church had four elders. W. N. Johnston, R. C. Lentz, S. C. 
Rankin and A. Leazar; and seven deacons: Isaac Harris, D. C. Brawley, d. \ 
Melchor, J. E. Sherrill, James A. Harris, J. P . Mills and ©. K. Melchor. 

G. C. Goodman, W. M. Lentz and S. A. Ijowrance were elected in January 
1902. Mr. Lowrance had been elected three years before bu: declined. 

T. N. Hall and J. E. Sherrill were elected elders in October, 1901; 
W.R. Allison and Dr. N. G. Moore, in November, 1904. 

T. N. Hall was elected clerk of session in November, 1905, and since, hy 
has served for twenty years—it looks as if he had a life sentence. 

In March 1905, Dr. Wharey gave notice to his session that he intended to 
offer his resignation as pastor at the following meeting of Presbytery at 
Lenoir, April 14, 1905, which he did, but continued to preach for us until the 
end of the year. As soon as it was known that he was going to resign, the 
people began to realize how hard it would be to fill his place. An able min- 


ister, of scholarly attainments, of sound judgment, is difficult to replace, and 
Wwe never appreciate such a man in our midst until we lose him. We con- 
sult sich a man about secular matters as well as about spiritual, and never 
realize how much we value his judgment while he is where we can get to him 
any time we want to consult him; but when he can no longer be consulted, we 
then see what we’ve lost. As a rule the public is an ungrateful master to 
its ablest servants. 

We have a number of good business men in town who were boys scarcely 
in their teens during Mr. Wharey’s pastorate, and who, we feel safe in saying, 
owe their position and influence to having lived under his surveillance for 
nineteen years. 

And Mrs. Wharey was such a motherly woman she could play the part of 
a minister’s wife without any “make up.” It was always a delight to have 
her around in time of sickness. In fact it was really a pleasure to be just 
sick enough to invite her attention, especially when she brought along some 
of her big spongy light rolls filled with butter and jelly. — 


“How dear to my heart are those eats of my childhood 
When fond recollections present them to view. 

Those big spongy rolls filled with butter and jelly, 
Whose recipe only Mrs. Wharey knew.” 

Dr. Wharey had a delightful family , two daughters and one son. After the 
lapse of twenty years the memory of them is fresh, and a hearty welcome al- 
ways awaits them on their return. 

At the close of Dr. Wharey’s pastorate, December 24, 1905, on which date 
he preached his last sermon to our congregation, there were eight elders and 
nine deacons. There had been 372 accessions to the church on confession and 
certificate during the nineteen years of his service, and had there been 
nce deaths, or dismissals, the membership would have totaled 611. 

During his pastorate there were from time to time unmistakable mani- 
festations of the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit in our community, and the 
gradual growth of the church was a constant reminder that God was on His 


Throne guiding the hand of His able and faithful servant. 
On December 31, 1905, the following resolution was adopted by the con- 


gregation: “We, the congregation of The Presbyterian church of Moores- 
ville, knowing the strong ties of affection existing between our people and 
their pastor, Dr. J. M. Wharey, take this method of assuring him that the 
severing of his relations cause the deepest concern to us. We shall always 
hold him in tender remembrance and at all times our prayers shall be that 
God’s richest blessings may rest upon him and his.” 

After the reading of this resolution the congregation, through its repre- 
sentative, Mr. Turlingtoon, presented Dr. Wharey with a neat gold watch, 
suitably engraved. To Mrs. Wharey they presented a gift in money. 

In testimony of the high esteem and abiding love of the people for Dr. 
Wharey, and as setting forth some of the most striking traits of character 
ot this remarkable man who served them so long and well, the congregation 
has erected a tablet in the church to his memory bearing the following in- 
scription: 

“In memory of Rev. Jas. Morton Wharey, D. D. 
Born in Goochland Co., Va. January 28, 1839. 
Died at Davidson, N. C. December 1, 1909. 
Began his pastorate at Mooresville, Sept. 1, 1886; ended Dec. 31, 1905. 
Servant of Christ, Beloved Pastor, Unfailing Friend.” 


Rev. James Morton Wharey, D. D. Rev. Peter Tinsley Penick, Pastor 
Pastor from 1886-1905 from 1876-1886 
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After the resignation of Rev. Jas. M. Wharey, D. D., the congregation of 
Mooresville Presbyterian church extended a unanimous call to Rev. Willis S. 
Wilson, of Marion, North Carolina. 

On the first Sunday in January 1906, Mr. Wilson preached his first sermon 
as pastor of this church, thus inaugurating the third pastorate in its history. 
Following in the footsteps of Mr. Penick and Dr. Wharey was no easy task. 
Since the beginning of his ministry Dr. Wilson has not swerved from his 
loyalty to the old standards of the faith, and his earnest purpose to preach 
Christ. 


The year 1907 brought in a new period of industrial and commercial ex- 
pansion in our town and a rapid growth in population. The church kept pace 
with the town in its growth and an era of progress had dawned. 

Previous to 1906 some of the consecrated women had been teaching the 
Bible to classes of boys and girls in the mill village. Under Mr. Wilson’s di- 
rection, aided by the invaluable services of Miss Julia Stirewalt, a Sunday 
School was organized. In its inception this school was sponsored by ditfer- 
ent denominations—a Union Sunday School. Later on the session of the 
Presbyterian church decided to conduct a Presbyterian school. Accordingly 
Mr. H. D. Mills was elected superintendent. 


The work prospered. It expanded in interest and scope. Mr. Wilson 
preached with regularity at the schoo] house in the mill village until the time 
was ripe for the organ:zation of a Presbyterian church. 

In 1910 the new church which had been organized in 1908 and called Bethel 
—later changed to the Second Presbyterian church—erected a building on a 
lot on the corner of Church Street and Wilson Avenue. The bulk of the ex- 
pense of build'ng and equipping this neat house cf worship was carried by 
the First church. The salary of the pastor of the new organization, also, was 
guaranteed by the older church. This arrangement continued until the Second 
church reached a basis of self support. 

At the Dixie Cotton Mill was begun a Sunday School, Mr. Wilson preach- 
ing at that point one Sunday afternoon in each month. Later this work was 
transferred to Bradley’s school house, three miles distant from town. 

In addition, there was started a Sunday school at Doolie School House. 
Mr. Wilson maintained a monthly preaching appointment at this point. 
While this work was not permanent, it was the beginning of the work that 
culminated in the organization of Hobson church. 

During his pastorate Doctor Wharey had presented to his church The For- 
ward Movement, enlisting the interest of the congregation in lengthening 
its stakes. Asa result the support of a Foreign missionary was undertak- 
en. 

In the years that followed, this missionary spirit being fostered by many 
sermons on sacrificial giving, the support of a second missionary was under- 
taken, and then, a third. Thus Mooresville church stands in the forevront 
of the missionary churches of the Synod. 

An outstanding effort on the part of Mr. Wilson was his desire to place the 
church on a more systematic basis of giving. By reason of his clearness of 
thinking and his sound business judgment, he presented his aim with a strong 
appeal, both from the standpoint of good financiering and from that of our 
stewardship of possessions. He urged the adoption of the Every Member 
Canvass and the use of the envelopes in making a weekly offering. This 
plan was adopted in a modified form, but, as with every innovation, it was not 


accepted universally and worked but indifferently for several years. Our 

people, however, gradually fell in line with the system, and when the present 

Ass embly?s Plan was presented they were ready to accept it. A ore 
wth in contributions for benevcolences was noted. 


fac 


he official body of the church had been weakened during the latter part of 
Dr. Wharey’s pastorate by the death of Mr. S C. Rankin and Mr. A. Leazar, 
both elders) of the finest character and ability. A little later Mr. W N. John- 
ston asked to be excused from attendance on the meetings of the session be- 
cause of impaired hearing. So it was found necessary to elect additional eld- 
ers and deacons. At a congre oe tional meeting Deco DSI, res WS NY: 
Steverson and Zeb V. Turlington were elected to the office of ruling elder, 
and E. W. EPA ey xt V. M. Nee 4 and C. P. MeNcely were elected as deacons: 
These newly clected cfiicers were ordained and instalied duh: 2 1998. On 
August 1911, Mr. R. C. Lentz died, making ancther break in the ranks of 
the eldershinx. ean it was thought best to add to the official He Drs: 
Frontis, J. Lee Harris, C. V. Voils were elected, October 15, 1911, as elders and 
ordained and installed October 29, 1911. The church -lost two deacons by 
death during this yeriod, Mr. Isaac Harris and Mr. D. C. Brawley. 

While in Kansas City attending a meeting of the General Assembly, May 
1914, Davidsor es llege conferred on Mr. Wilson the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity. 

In his activities, with the program cf expansion in the local church, he al- 
o found time to attend the sessions of the church courts. Often he served on 
committees of importance, being a member of the Home Mission Committee. 

Dr. Wilson’s pastorate was ‘marked by hard work, unselfish devotion to the 
church and a burning zeal for the salvation of souls. One hundred and fifty- 
five people were received into this church on profession of faith under his 
ministry. 
nsallcr, approachable, but at the same time 
was sympathetic and understanding. 

( dersd by Dr. Lingle was highly appreciated. 

After nins and a haif years ioe faithful pastorate he resigned to accept a 
call to Lincolnton, N. C., in 1915. 

Following the pastorate of Dr. Wilson there was a vacancy of more than 
eight months, during which time the church was served by Rev. Dr. T. W. 
Lingle of Davidson College. The work of the er ae srogressed well under 
candid inthis advice, which made it ali the more prized m his people. In the 
So much so that the Session passed special resolutions of appreciation when 
this period closed. 


homes of illness and of 
: 
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this leadership and the 


In April 1916 Rev. Samuel H. Hay, having been called, took charge of the - 
pastorate. Mr. Hay was a young man and took hold of the work with great 
earnestness and vigor. His ministry was marked by a wholehearted zeal 
and consecration to the Master. The records show that from Sabbath to Sab- 
bath persons were added to the church on profession of their faith. During 
the four years he served as pastor nearly two hundred persons were receivel 
into the church, 116 of whom weve received on profession. This is an aver- 
age of about fifty each year. He was a strong and fearless preacher of the 
gospel and an energetic, untiring pastor, carrying the message from house to 
house. Mr. Hay had the missionary spirit which he both lived and preached 
to the people. The church developed very largely under him in benevolences. 
The budget plan was adopted and the Every Member Canvass put into opera- 


Rev. R. A. White, D. D. Rev. H. M. Pressly, Stated Supply 
Pastor from 1921— for nearly a year and a half 


tion the first year of his pastorate. He proved himself a fine organizer and 
developed the people in evangelistic effort. The work at both Bradley’s and 
Brawley’s school houses was pushed at this time. He preached at these out- 
posts as well as having Sunday Schools conducted in them. During this pe- 
riod the property used by the Second Presbyterian church, but owned by the 
First church, was deeded to them. ee was the final act of the mother churca 
in completing the independence eS this active young daughter. In the midst 
of this pastorate an election of cons Se place, ee which the following 
were chosen and inducted into ee J. L. Donald C. R. Johnston, C. E. Haw- 
thorne, Dr. C. U. Voils, J. F. Branily and Mack cearess Mr. Hay having 
been called to Morristown, Tenn., severed his pastorate and closed his minis- 
try in Mooresville in March 1929. During his last year he received 71 persons 
into the church. Since leaving he has been honored by receiving the degree 
of D. D. from King College in Virginia. 

After Mr. Hay’s departure the church was without a regular pastor for 
more than a year. They were fortunate, however, in securing, as stated supply, 
Rev. H. M. Pressly. He came to the field in June 1920 and remained until 
Oct., 1921. His ministrations to the people were most acceptable and he be- 
came very popular throughout the whole town and community. He was cor- 
dial and friendly and made friends every where. The young people were at- 
tracted by his affable manners and he did much to win them by his personal 
interest in their sports and pleasures. His visits in the homes and his 
preaching of the pure gospel from the pulpit were a power for good in the 
daily lives of the people. When the time came for him to sever his connec- 
tion with the church it caused wide-spread regret in the whole community. 
His excellent service to the church was recognized by the Sessicn in resolu- 
tiors expressing high esteem and appreciation. 

The present pastorate was begun on Oct. 1, 1921, when Rev. R. A. White, 
of Henderson, N. C., accepted a call and too ve up the work. He came to a 
church with plans already in their minds for a large building program, though 
not yet matured. The contract was let for a new Manse the day he arrived, 
the old one having been sold. This building was to be erected on the lot ad- 
joining the church. The first Sunday of this pastorate the Session called a 
congregational meeting to be held one week hence to hear the report of a 
committee on a new church. This was followed by several other meetings 
on the same subject until February 12, 1922, when a building committee was 
appointed and instructed to proceed first with the erection of a Sunday 
School building and then, if deemed wise, to the reconstruction of the old 
church. This committee was composed of: C. P McNeely, chairman, Z. V. 
Turlington, C. Robt. Johnston, J. A. Craven, W. M. Lentz, Roy K. McNeely 
and A. M. Turner. They proved themselves worthy of the confidence placed 
in them. Thus a big material program was put before the new pastor. It 
was important that he should endeavor to maintain a proper spiritual level 
in the midst of this material development lest the church life get out of due 
proportion. The church deserves credit for keeping up its gifts to benevo- 
lences, and making some increase, even while carrying on this additional 
work. The spiritual life of the church seems to have been sustained also. 
During these four years there have been added to the membership 151 new 
names, more than half of whom were received on profession. This is an av- 
erage of nearly 40 each year. The building program was finished in 1924. 
The Manse was occupied in April 1922, the first service was held in the S. S, 
Building on April 22, 1923, and the first service in the church on February 


17, 1924. The buildings are well equipped for service, a fine pipe organ hay- 
ing been installed in the church. The plant makes a fine appearance and is 
one of which the people should be proud. During these years the Sunday 
School has been re-organized and the graded system adopted. Under this 
plan fine work is being done and the building is already full. Much credit for 
this is due to Mr. Z. V. Turlington who, after 19 years of service as Superin- 
tendent, turned the work over to others, with the regrets and commendation 
of the Session. He has a worthy successor in Mr. Roy K. McNeely. 


During this period the pastor received the degree of D. D. from his Alma 
Mater, Hampden Sidney College in Virginia. , 

The organization of The Men of The Church about two years ago is also 
worthy of mention. It is opening the way for the larger activities of the 
men and is already bearing good fruit. In connection with this we may men- 
tion the organization of the out-post at Brawley’s school house into Hobson 
church which took place two years ago. The more perfect organization of 
the women and young people of the church has been effected which shows de- 
cided growth along these lines. The last recorded fact of recent history to be 
mentioned is the election, on January 18, 1925, of additional officers. The 
choice fell upon C. P. McNeely, Roy K. McNeely and Geo. C. Goodman for 
elders. For deacons R. L. Mills, B. S. Houston, A. M. Turner, J. Wm. John- 
ston, C. A. Mayhew were chosen. Mr. Goodman preferred continuing his 
work as deacon and declined the office of elder. The others were duly induct- 
ed into office. 


Just here it is worthy of mention that the church has had but four Clerks 
of Session in its history. These were Stephen Frontis, A. Leazar, S. C. Ran- 
kin and the present incumbent, T. N. Hall, who is now rounding out his 
twentieth year. 

During these years the pastors have been fortunate in having associated 
with them in the work many men of strength, consecration and ability.. If 
space permitted we should like to go more into detail in describing the work 
done by all these men and giving them due credit for what they have made 
it possible for the church to accomplish. Suffice to say, however, that no 
church can go forward and fulfill its God-given mission in the world without 
the hearty cooperation of its officers and people with their pastor. 

This history must not close without some detailed reference to the work of 
the noble women who through the years have toiled, prayed and sacrificed for 
the upbuilding of the church. Every church, perhaps, if its history were 
fully known, would be more largely debtor to the tears, prayers, labors and 
faith of its women than to any other one factor. In the case of this church 
we find in its records the evidence of the activities of the women from the 
very start. And as is characteristic of them, they are busy first and fore- 
most about missions. It was a woman who first saw the risen Lord and 
went to tell his disciples. Ever since it seems to have been the special func- 
tion and desire of women in the church to foster the spirit that leads to mak- 
ing Christ known to the world. It was Mrs. Eliza Penick, wife of the pastor, 
who organized the Ladies Missionary Society in the infant church, with about 
a dozen members. Survivors of the charter members of this society are 
Mrs. D. A. Sloop and Mrs. J. E. Sherrill. This organization did fine service 
in the early days in stimulating the study of missions and making offerings 
to it. A little later, Miss Minna Penick, taking her Sunday school class as 
a nucleus, formed a Young People’s Society in 1878, the name being “Busy 
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Rev. Samuel H. Hay, D. 8 : Rev. Thos, W. Lingle, D. D. 
Pastor from 1916-1920 Stated Supply for eight months 
and a halt. 


Rev. Willis S. Wilson, D. D. 
Pastor from 1905-1915 


Bees.” This was a home missionary society and some of their first duties 
were cleaning the church, especially washing the lamp chimneys and filling 
the lamps. Cotton pickings were also enjoyed as a means of making money 
for the Band. In 1885 all the young women of the congregation were invit- 
ed to join the “Busy Bees” and the name was changed to “Young Ladies’ 
Missionary Society.” As they grew they enlarged their field of service and, 
having outgrown their name, in 1910 they chose the name of “Wharey Memo- 


rial Missionary Society,” in loving memory of Dr. J. M. Wharey, pastor for 
nineteen years. 


Another society was organized in 1883, when Miss Rosa Penick formed the 
children of the church into a missionary band, their name being “Little Work- 
ers.” Their work was chiefly for Foreign Missions and at one period the 
special work adopted was the support of a girl in the Soochow school of Mrs. 
John W. Davis. On one occasion Mrs. Davis had them as her guests for the 
Cay at Creswell Springs, where she was spending a part of her furlough, 
which was an experience never to be forgotten. 

Among organizations which came later were the Boy’s Band conducted by 

_Mrs. Wharey and the Miriams sez in operation by Mrs. W. S. Wilson. The 
latter remained with us until very recently when they were merged into the 
Auxiliary. The former remains to this day in the memory of all the ‘ Boys” 
who sat at Mrs. Wharey’s feet and they joyously rise up and call her blessed. 
In 1915 a Rural Women’s Society was formed which naturally passed into 
the Rural Circle of the Auxiliary. 


At this t:me missionary unions were being formed as auxiliaries to the 
presbytery, bringing the women into closer touch with all the activities of the 
church and giving them much larger opportunities for service. In 1905 the 
ladies societies of this church joined the Missionary Union. Later on, in 
1917, they formed a federation, each society retaining its organization in 
tact. Of this federated auxiliary Mrs. W. W. Rankin was the first president 
and Mrs. Shelly Frontis the second. In March 1920 these federated societies 
reorganized on the auxiliary circle plan and became the Wharey Memorial 
Auxiliary of today, with Mrs. Z. V. Turlington as its first president. They or- 
ganized with seven circles and 137 members. Mrs. Turlington was succeeded 
by Mrs. G . W. Taylor and she in turn by Mrs. J. L. Donald. These changes 
have been justified by the srlendid results in service rendered. Among the 
women, in addition to those already mentioned, who in the early days foster- 
ed this work and gove to it their labors and prayers were Miss Carry Leazar 
and Miss C. K. McCorkle, each of whom served for some time as secretaries. 
Later, the name of Miss Annie Rankin, now Mrs. C. T. Carr, may be added 
to this list. The striking thing about all this work of the women is its 
spiritual tone and the constant aim o build up the workers in their faith and 
knowledge. They builded deeper and better than they knew and to them is 
largely due the spiritual power and character of the work now done by our 
women. May God increase their number and may their tribe never grow less. 

As a fitting close to the history of this churcn we mention the fact that it 
has always exhalted the mid-week prayer meeting. In the records of the first 
pastorate the statement is made that this service was rarely omitted and its 
spiritual influence is remarked on. A prayer meening for men was also held 
every Sunday afternoon and there were several others conducted in different 
parts of the congregation. In these there were evidences of great spiritual 
power. In 1888 a ‘““Men Missionary Associaion” was formed to stimulate in- 


terest in and work for Foreign Missions. Mr. Geo. ©. Goodman was secie- 
tary of this organization. The records show that it was well attended an& 
filled a real need. Thus the work of The Kingdom has been carried on by 
this church through the last fifty years by the cooperation of its men and 
women, its boys and girls. By God’s grace it will continue to witness for 
Jesus until he shall come as King. 

We have written for coming generations. The work is very imperfectly 
done. We make no boasts for all is of grace. Whatever good has been ac- 


complished in these years is due to divine leadership. To God be all the 
praise. 
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